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Qn. 
Nos. Value Points Total 

 Multiple Choice : 15 × 1 = 15  

 1. A — Leaves in the Wind 1 

 2. D — a great German composer 1 

 3. C — Barracuda 1 

 4. B — Alarippu 1 

 5. B — God sees the truth but waits 1 

 6. A — he was left-handed 1 

 7. C — Griffin 1 

 8. D — maturing sun 1 

 9. C — the woman in white 1 

 10. A — Rest 1 

 11. B — synecdoche 1 

 12. D — adjective 1 

 13. B — won’t they ? 1 

 14. C — an, the 1 

 15. C — adverb 1 
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Qn. 
Nos. Value Points Total 

 Fill in the blanks : 5 × 1 = 5  

 16. comparison  

 17. suspicious  

 18. horizontally  

 19. murdering  

 20. perishable  

 21. Quote from memory : 4 

 Seven years I could not walk a step 

When I to the great physician came 

He demanded : Why the crutches ? 

And I told him : I am lame. 

OR 

When God at first made man, 

Having a glass of blessings standing by ; 

Let us ( said He ) pour on him all we can : 

Let the world’s riches, which dispersed lie,  

 22. Match the following : 5 × 1 = 5  

 a) expect 

b) start 

c) live harmoniously 

d) yield 

e) compensate for  

 23. The officer firmly said that, if she refused to hand over the car, he would 
cancel its registration. 2 

 24. a) Complex sentence : Though he was ill, he attended the office.  

 b) Compound sentence : He was ill but he attended the office. 2 

 25. a) He is too weak to stand up. 

b) He is so weak that he cannot stand up. 2 

 26. Mumbai is one of the biggest cities. 1 

 27. Vishal neither likes coffee nor tea. 1 

 28. Sushma is not only a great dancer but also a very good singer. 1 

 29. A novel is being read by Alka. 1 
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Qn. 
Nos. Value Points Total 

 2 marks questions : 12 × 2 = 24  
 30. Lucy says that Shakespeare was great because he wrote plays that 

people are proud of. Moreover, grown-up people make a great fuss about 
them.  

 31. The soul liberates itself from the shackles of physical life when it leaves 
all the names, forms and shapes. It ought to break away from the creeds, 
systems and be unhorizoned.  

 32. The author says that his walk was pleasant and beneficial because, the 
road on either side was flanked by red and green-roofed bungalows, 
green lawns and gardens. The exercise was good for him and he could 
learn something little incidents.  

 33. Laughing with a fiend’s grimace, the physician took his lovely crutches, 
broke them across his back and threw them in the fire place. Then, he 
asked him to walk.  

 34. Immediately after the accident, Sudha was rushed to a local hospital. As 
she was not treated properly, her injuries resulted in a gangrenous 
infection. This forced the doctors to amputate her right leg.  

 35. Punyajana Rakshasas had attacked Kushastali and Revata had escaped 
with his infant daughter. In the course of time, as he lost all his 
kinsmen, Revati was his only treasure. So, in order to win back 
Kushastali, Revati was training herself in arms.  

 36. The sheep dog was as quick as lightning. He imprisoned them, strung 
them in a daisy chain and flung them all in one big heap before his boss 
Ajamil.  

 37. The stout old lady walked down the middle of a street in Petrograd to the 
great confusion of the traffic. When she was asked to walk on the 
pavement, she replied that, she had the liberty to walk where she liked.  

 38. In the prison, Aksionov learned to make boots and earned a little money. 
With that, he bought ‘The Lives of the Saints’ and read it where there 
was enough light. On Sundays, in the prison-church, he read the lessons 
and sang in the choir.  

 39. Donovan was the assistant cashier in Gresham’s bank. He told John that 
Baldwin must have known about the bank crash earlier as he was closer 
to Gresham than anyone else.  

 40. The lady accepted Death’s invitation for a ride because of his civility 
( politeness ). Death drove his carriage slowly as he was not in a hurry.  

 41. The work around the ear required a specialist because it was a very 
delicate line of work. In olden days, due to lack of technique, blunders 
like severance of the part of the ear took place.  
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Qn. 
Nos. Value Points Total 

 3 marks questions : 5 × 3 = 15  
 42. The three pre-requisites for a person to think freely are, (a) Security,  

(b)  Leisure,  (c)  Society. 
a) Security : A person must have security to think freely. If he is 

afraid of being robbed or murdered, he can’t think freely. 
b) Leisure : If a person is too busy in his day-to-day affairs and 

spends all his time earning his living, he can’t think freely. 
c) Society : A person must have other people to talk to. Discussion 

leads to new thoughts.  
 43. The author got into a railway carriage and started reading the ‘Blue 

Book’. He was not reading it for pleasure but for a task. At the next 
station, a couple of men got in and one of them started talking to his 
friend in a loud and pompous voice. He was discussing his family 
history, the deeds of his sons in the war and was criticising the generals 
and the politicians. He lacked the social sense. The author was disturbed 
to such an extent that, he had to shut his Blue Book.  

 44. The problems faced by Mihir Sen during his swim were, 
a) Palk Strait was uncharted 
b) It was full of dangerous sea animals like sharks and snakes. 
c) Little was known about its tides 
d) Seeking permission from the Sri Lankan Government was a tough 

task 
e) Blistering heat 
f) Due to someone’s bungle, he had gone towards Rameshwaram 

instead of Dhanushkodi.  
 45. In the first stanza, Autumn is personified as the bosom friend of the sun, 

conspiring with him how to load and bless the vines and trees with fruits 
and nuts. 
In the second stanza, Autumn is personified as a woman doing all the 
agricultural work such as reaping, gleaning, winnowing and cider-
pressing. 
In the third stanza, Autumn is personified as a musician where we find 
the wailful choir of gnats, bleating of lambs, singing of the hedge 
crickets, twittering of the swallows and also the whistling of the red-
breast ( robin )  

 46. — Death passed by the school where the children played and their 
lessons were scarcely done. This symbolizes childhood. 

— Then it passed by the fields of grazing grain. This symbolizes age of 
earning livelihood ( Youth ). 

— Setting sun which symbolizes the old age.  
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Qn. 
Nos. Value Points Total 

 Explain with reference to the context : 5 × 3 = 15  

 47. Lesson : ‘Jamaican Fragment’ 

Author : A. L. Hendricks. 

Said by the white man to the narrator. 

Context : Next day, when the narrator saw the white man watching the 
game of the same children, he thought that the white man would puzzle 
all day thinking if the blacks would eventually rise and rule the world. 
So, to save him, he went across to him and explained all about the game. 
Surprised at the narrator’s outburst, the white man said the above 
sentence.   

 48. Lesson : The Long Exile 

Writer : Leo Tolstoy. 

Said by Makar Symionich to Aksinov. 

Context : When Aksionov came to know about Makar digging the prison 
to escape, Makar threatened to kill him if he disclosed it. During the 
enquiry, the jailor asked Aksionov who had dug the earth. Though he 
wanted to take revenge, Aksinov kept quiet and Makar was saved. At this 
context, Makar came to Aksionov and confessed his guilt.  

 49. Lesson : Further Progress in Civilization. 

Writer : Stephen Butler Leacock. 

Said by the patient to Dr. Follicle. 

Context : When the patient came to Dr. Follicle, he examined him with a 
trained gaze and a magnifying glass. The patient was advised to go for a 
shave. The patient had wished that the doctor may not advise a shave 
and was taken aback a little. So, hesitatingly, he asked Dr. Follicle the 
above mentioned question.  

 50. Poem : Rustum’s Grief. 

Writer : Mathew Arnold. 

Said by Sohrab to Rustum. 

Context : During the fight between the Persian and the Tartar army, 
Rustum called out his own name and Sohrab recognised his father. 
Rustum had struck down Sohrab and Sohrab tried to convince him that 
he was his son. But, Rustum said that he had no sons, only a daughter. 
Sohrab wanted his father to know the truth before dying and hence, he 
said the above words.  
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Qn. 
Nos. Value Points Total 

 51. Poem : Ajamil and the Tigers 
Writer : Arun Kolatkar 
Said by the Tiger king to Ajamil. 
Context : In the second attempt, the Tiger king went along with the tigers 
to attack the sheep dog. But, the sheep dog was so quick that he 
imprisoned all the tigers and flung them all in one big heap before 
Ajamil. 
So, in order to hide his disgraceful defeat, the Tiger king said the above 
words.  

 4 marks questions : 3 × 4 = 12  
 52. At the age of 17, Sudha met with an accident and her injuries resulted in 

a gangrenous infection. So, her right leg was amputated. She never gave 
up hopes and met Dr. Pramod Sethi who had developed Jaipur foot, an 
artificial limb. She acquired Jaipur foot and learned to balance, bend, 
stretch, walk, twist, turn and finally dance. Her doctors, physiotherapist, 
parents and Guru supported her. She was impressed and inspired by 
people like Milton and Helen Keller. She could overcome her disability 
with the sheer determination and proved to the world that, ‘The seed of 
achievement lies in human mind’.  

 53. Balarama was in high spirits. He was thrilled to see Revati, who looked 
like a powerful tigress in a tight-fitting tiger skin. 
Revati faced Balarama boldly with the dogged spirit and great muscular 
power. Soon, Balarama who thought he was playing with a child realised 
that the opponent was skilled and had to change his technique. 
Forgetting that, it was a mock fight, he began to wield the mace with the 
expert mastery. Soon, by an intricate pass, he sent Revati’s mace flying 
into the air and shouted ‘Sadhu’. Revati burst into tears and hiding her 
face in her hands, ran away. 

OR 
According to Marshall, Baldwin is a sincere man. When Gresham offered 
Baldwin hundred thousand dollars to say, “I don’t remember” and saved 
him, he refused it. But, Gresham showed no surprise to this as he knew 
him very well. Baldwin felt it was a great compliment worth hundred 
thousand dollars. For him, morality was more important than money. As 
Gresham was very sure that Baldwin would never tell a lie in his life 
time, he himself went to Mr. Marshall and confessed his guilt. Pleased by 
Baldwin’s sincerity, Mr. Marshall decided to offer him a respectable, 
responsible position in his bank.  
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Nos. Value Points Total 

 54. The poem ‘Fidelity’ depicts the sublime love of a dog for its master even 
after his death. 

A shepherd, is imagined to have been searching for the sound he hears 
among the scattered rocks. Instantly, he finds a dog, which is not of 
mountain breed with an unusual cry and movement. It was a remote 
place far from human dwelling. As he moved further, he finds a human 
skeleton and recalls all the details of that man. He was stunned at the 
perseverance and love of the dog which was guarding his dead master of 
three months in that savage place. He feels that the sublime love of the 
dog was beyond human estimation. 

OR 

The narrator, after his work, gropes in the mail box for messages and 
letters, but to his utter surprise, finds sprigs, twigs and eggs in it. 
Annoyed at the bird, he clears them all except eggs. Later in the evening, 
in a squall, he finds a mynah trying to rebuild its nest. Now, he realised 
the recklessness of the man who keeps encroaching upon the natural 
habitat of animals and birds. This incident makes him realize the fact 
that, it is because of man’s persecution that, the mynah was forced to 
build its nest in the mail box. He also realizes that it is the man who is 
the real intruder and not the bird.  

 55. Letter Writing : 
Personal letter : 
From ( Address ) 
Date 
Salutation 
Body of the letter 
Subscription 
To address. 

OR 
Official letter : 
From ( address ) 
Date 
To Address 
Salutation 
Body of the letter 
Subscription. 

5 
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 56. Paragraph Writing : 

Title  

Sequential sentences 

Grammatically correct sentences. 

4 

 57. Essay Writing : 

Introduction 

Matter 

Conclusion 

Correct usage of language. 

5 

 Comprehension Passage : 6 × 1 = 6  

 58. In a pond / pool.  

 59. The king of Gods.  

 60. Because, it only floated and did nothing exciting.  

 61. At the bottom of the pool.  

 62. To take away their cruel king.  

 63. ‘People’.  

 
   

 


